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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 - 4, 6, 9 - 14, 16 and 19-25 are allowed. The following is an 
examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The cited and closest prior art 
references of Koppens (U.S. 4,634,362) and Sandberg, et al. (U.S. 4,418,446) fail to 
teach a mold pattern arranged on one first face of said cavity, said mold pattern 
comprising open areas and solid areas, said solid areas defining a cross shape and 
said open areas comprise four open areas. 

With respect to the reference of Koppens, Koppens teaches an apparatus for 
manufacturing annular shaped products. Applicant has persuasively argued in their 
reply filed July 1 1 , 2006 that the plate of Koppens does not impart any pattern or is not 
comprised of any mold pattern on one first face of said cavity. The plate (item 1 3 - 
figure 4) holds the circular plate (item 16 - figure 4) in place, and thus, an annular 
recess is formed between the outer boundary wall of the circular plate and the boundary 
wall of the cavity or hole to be filled (column 3, lines 9-12). 

With respect to the reference of Sandberg, et al., Sandberg, et al. does teach the 
formation of a patty, in which the first face of the mold cavity has a pattern which is 
imparted by rib-forming projections (item 104 - figure 2); however, the projects only 
extend in the longitudinal direction and are not in a cross shape with closed and open 
areas, wherein the open areas comprise four open areas. 

Thus, prior art fails to teach a food patty-forming apparatus for forming food 
patties from pressurized food product, comprising: a frame; a first surface carried by 
said frame; a second surface carried by said frame, said second surface spaced from 
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and facing said first surface; a source of pressurized food product; a mold plate guided 
to reciprocate longitudinally between said first and second surfaces between a fill 
position and a discharge position, said mold plate having at least one cavity that is open 
to said source of pressurized food product through said second surface when in said fill 
position and that is outside said first and second surfaces when in said discharge 
position, and a mold pattern arranged on one first face of said cavity, said mold pattern 
comprising open areas and solid areas, said solid areas defining a cross shape and 
said open areas comprise four open areas; and a mechanism operatively connected to 
said mold plate to reciprocate said mold plate between a fill position and said discharge 
position. In addition, prior art fails to teach a tooling for an apparatus that includes a 
mold plate having a patty-forming cavity for a food patty-forming apparatus for forming 
food patties from pressurized food product, the apparatus having a food product 
delivery configured to delivery pressurized food product into a fill opening, a mechanism 
operatively connected to said mold plate to reciprocate said mold plate between a fill 
position wherein said cavity is open to said fill opening to receive pressurized food 
product, and a discharge position wherein said cavity is exposed, the tooling 
comprising: a mold plate having a circular cavity having a first open face and an 
opposite second open face on opposite sides of said mold plate, a mold pattern 
arranged adjacent said first open face of said cavity, said mold pattern comprising open 
areas and solid areas, said solid areas recessed from said second open face of said 
cavity, said open areas including a plurality of circular sectors at least one of which has 
an included angle of less than 180 degrees. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 


Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Maria Veronica D. Ewald whose telephone number is 
571-272-8519. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dr. Yogendra Gupta can be reached on 571-272-1316. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


MVE 



